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REMARK'S 



independent system claims 1 5 and ?9 n ^ 3PPr0aCh 1S embodied n ™ * 

TheotLinde * $ ^ * *• d ^ supplemental 

other independent claim sets, other than the original natem rW 
cancelled by the proposed am p„H , P dauns ' Would te 

y proposed amendment, namely claims 38-50, inclusive 

amendment fl le d in November 2 ° y *• &" Dtanl 

interference a™ embodiment referred ■„ i„ * , ■ ll,SIIateS * e sta S te 

1-4 of the specification. ^ 10 " 11,6 *"» - " «» « «*» 4, toes 

Il« surrender of the origin Utters Patent and ffli».„f, ■ * 

Omenta, amendment. ^ 10 ™^ upon approval of d,e draft 

The (?tanrmp Cl aims Is,-,,,,,.. „, „ P|[j 

NeridiscWadunmeta,^^^^ 

of Nen) that acts as a imidp f™ ^ ^ ^ lme 2 1 

For each can location, an opening 5 is f 0rm - , t v fc • ^ P0Itl0n 2 ' 



Received from < > at 1123/03 3:26:50 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 



JAN. 23. 2003 3:30PM 



-NO. 6901— P. 5/9. 



Applicant : Michel Lesimple 

Serial No. : 09/648,588 

Filed ; August 25, 2000 

Page : 4 



Attorney's Docket No.: 10767-003001 / 870-F 51299. 

DRAFT 



Fig. 1 , fonned through the slant portion 2»; and a lower region 5" formed in the horizontal 
portion 2'. Here is what Neri says these two distinct regions are for: 

. . . the slanted front portion 5 s of the mentioned openings will allow a 
paint can 8 to be properly arranged on a shelf element Q rf^l 
whereas the horizontal portion |» of the „ o^g^ Sff^ 
protecting or cam portions formed on the cover? 0 o7th7pan?t ca^ 

(Col. 2, lines 38-43.) 

Comparing the two regions of the opening, Neri states: 

The horizontal portion 5" of that same opening, on the other hand h« * 
profile which is defined by corresponding broken line's soX^i 

?^T£T™ SP ° ndiaS feCtangUJar Seats indicated respectively at 15 15' and 
15 and havmg mcreasmg widths. ' ,,I,IM 

(Col. 2, lines 49-53.) 

As shown in FIG. 4 of Neri, when the can with cover is inserted on the shelf, the locking 
element (spout) 16 mates with the final sea t 1 5" and the cover-looking cams mate with the other 
seats so that the can is "firmly restrain^]", per the summary of the invention (col. 1 , line 58) in 
a single orientation about the central stirring axis of the covered can. Thus, Neri describes a ' 
system for firmly locking the cover in a single orientation. Indeed, to accommodate different 
sue spouts, Neri proposes that "for the above mentioned inner-most seat, small width variations 
can be provided, by using suitable spacer elements." (Col. 2, line 63-64). This one would 
assume would be for the purpose of insuring a match between the notch 15" and the spou, width, 
so that it !s firmly locked in place, as shown in FIG. 4 of Neri. 

In any case, it is clear that Neri teaches a sort of docking station where the covered can 
can only be inserted and properly seated in the stirring apparatus in one fixed orientation of the 
can about its axis, so that the spout aligns with, mates with and is trapped between the sides of 
the notch 1 5" and the other notches catch the cams. The can cover so inserted in Neri is 
incapable of being rotated about its axis in either direction, i.e., clockwise or counterclockwise. 
A problem with Neri is that care must be exercised in inserting the can to make sure it is in a 
single fixed orientation as it is being inserted so that the can cover will p roper i y mate ^ me 
matching profile of the openings. 
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In contrast, the invention, as recited in proposed amended claims 1 s SnH 90 • 
Ward*^^ 

prevent (any father) rotation ofthe cover in the," , „ C ° VerS ° 85 * 

acco rap ,ishednotb ytoyd o c wr ^^^^^'-tatio, Th isis 
f oy nrmjy dockmg the can cover with a mating structure to firmly lock the « 

*e user from havtoeioorieniti,,,..,' ■ . . arrangement frees 

Support for ,h, lltni ,„, io „ in rla ,„. r ^ ^ 

on S he,v« l!t 0bJ T iVe rf *" LeSimP ' e """* " '° * Pta previous,, ^ 

final one^con „ KpllcMy iUustrated ^ foUowtog ^ ^ 

example the £ur4 r^U S 'l™* case " °"« ato *«Kn' 19, for 

- shaft „ ^ to^ZF^Tnc^^ "* 

Column 4, lines 61-65. 

hea^ and the «, „ ^ of obsBuc „, ns , ha , ^ ^ ^ « 

^«~««. ^^.o.or^en^adv^o^e^^^r 

- ^ complete* smooth. (Co , lines „ ^ 
*e can ,s no, .united to a single orientation because even if the can is ioserted dufc J^* 
onentabon and „ sdra , ^ _ M . ^ ^^^^^ 
when the cover hits the interference arm. 

Thus, in view of to foregoing remarks and observe, ft is Sllbmitled ^ me , 
offended clanns ,5 and 29 is M ly supported and deflnes pa.en.ab.v over the teachings of 



Received from < > at 1/23/03 3:26:50 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 



JAN. 23. 2003 3:31 PM 



-NO. 6901 P. 7/9 



Applicant : Michel Lesimple 
Serial No. : 09/648,588 
Filed : August 25, 2000 
Page ; 6 



Attends Docket No.: i0767-O0300l / 870-F 51299- 

DRAFT 



Attached.a^ed-up version of the changes being made by ^ CUITent 

Applet asks ^ ancles be allowed. Enclosed is a Enter $ amount check for excess 

Respectfully submitted, 



Date: 
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225 Franklin Street 
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Version with markings tn «h»w qhan ^ maH . 

In the claimgj 

Claims 38-50, inclusive have been cancelled. 

Claims 15, 18, 29, 35 and 51 have been amended as follows- 

1 5. (twice amended) A system for stirring paint in an instable can, comprising- 

. can cover with a rotatable paint stirrer [that includes a rotatable drive shaft)- " 

a can support shelf; 

. **« head positioned above the sheif te^es the snw ^ 



on the shelf , and 



*-f ^mMvin^s with *ecove rMii!eM3ilB ^^ 

»— ^ of nation , an, „ T „| j reMn r Mm J h^^7~^~ 

orientation o n the shelf . 



18. (amended) The system of claim 15 wherein the interference ann is pivotable with 
respect to th e stirrin g hp-arl 



29. (twice amended) A system for stirring paint in a can, comprising: 
a can cover with a paint stirrer that includes a rotatable drive shaft; 
a can support shelf; and 

a fltatag head positioned above the shelf, the stimng head comprising a body inching 
an tnterference ann that extends downwardly towanJ ^ sMf ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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cover^ 



^ enga ^ graembCTfor ^agi ngaportonofthedriv 

onve shaft extending above the can 




35. (amended) The system of claim 30 or 32 wherein the • ^ 
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